
King and Country: the 
King’s Stories

by David Adams
June 26, 2021

What is your favorite 
parable and why?  
(Please type into the chat box 
before we get started.)  
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Introduction

• Part 1:  The purpose of the parables and 
tips for reading them

• Part 2:  Dig into Luke 16 – The Parable 
of the Unjust (and Shrewd) Servant

• The Use of Money by John Wesley, written in the 
1700s.  
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The Importance   
of the Parables

“The Proverbs of Solomon, the son of 
David… to know wisdom and instruction… 
to understand true righteousness and 
upright judgment; so as to give astuteness 
to the simple, and both perception and 
understanding to a young man; for a wise 
man who hears these things will be wiser, 
and the man of understanding will gain 
direction. He will understand both a 
parable and a hidden saying, both 
wise words and riddles.”  

- Solomon, Proverbs 1

• Memorable, wonderful 
characters, convicting, funny!

• Bring to life truth, 
righteousness and judgment

• Only the wise will understand!
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The Importance   
of the Parables

“All these things Jesus spoke to the 
multitudes in parables; and without a 
parable He did not speak to them, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
prophet, saying: ‘I will open My mouth in 
parables; I will utter things kept secret 
from the foundation of the world.’”       

-Matthew 13:34-35, 
quoting Psalm 78:2

• It was prophesied that God 
would come and open His 
mouth in parables!

• These parables would reveal 
secrets hidden since the 
creation of the world. 

• Homework:  Does Psalm 78 
itself contain a parable?  

(hint:  1 Corinthians 10:1-11) 
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The Purpose of the 
Parables

“And the disciples came to Him, ‘Why do You speak to them in 
parables?’  He answered them and said to them, ‘Because it 
has been given to you to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For 
whoever has, to him more will be given, and he will have 
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has will 
be taken away from him.  Therefore I speak to them in parables, 
because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, 
nor do they understand.  And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is 
fulfilled, which says: 

Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, 
And seeing you will see and not perceive; 
For the hearts of this people have grown dull. 
Their ears are hard of hearing, 
And their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with 
their eyes and hear with their ears,
Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, 
So that I should heal them.”

- Matthew 13:10-15

• We are confused, deaf, and blind.

• The Kingdom is hidden from us.

• The Parables are meant to reveal 
the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven to those who will hear. 

• The Parables are meant to be 
extremely practical: to help us 
turn back to God and be healed! 
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Questions to ask when reading the parables

1. What is the context?  

o “Then He spoke a parable to them, that men 
always ought to pray and not lose heart…”  
(Luke 18:1)

o “Also He spoke this parable to some who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous, 
and despised others….” (Luke 18:9)
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Questions to ask when reading the parables

2. Does Jesus explain the parable?    

o Parable of the Sower

o Parable of the Tares

o Parable of the Unjust Servant 
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Questions to ask when reading the parables

3. How does the parable fit with Jesus’ other teaching?  

o Sermon on the Mount

o Other parables

o Other teaching 
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Questions to ask when reading the parables

4. How did the early Church understand this parable?    

o Early Christians were 1-2 generations from the Apostles

o Not inspired, but provide valuable insight given their 
proximity to Jesus

o Must test their insights against Scripture!   
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The Parable of the Unjust 
(and Shrewd) Servant 

– Luke 16:1-15



What is the context of the parable?  
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What is the Context?

• Jesus speaking with the Pharisees 
present

• The Pharisees “who were lovers of 
money” “derided” Him.

1.  “No servant can serve two masters; for either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or else he will 
be loyal to one and despise the other.  You cannot 
serve God and mammon.”  - Luke 16:13

2.  “You are those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts. For what is highly 
esteemed among men [money] is an abomination in 
the sight of God.” – Luke 16:15

3.  Jesus goes on to tell the Parable of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus.  - Luke 16:19-31

This is a discussion 
about money!  



From the Introduction of John Wesley’s Sermon, On 
the Use of Money (based on this parable)

"The love of money," we know, "is the root of all evil;" but not the thing itself. The fault 
does not lie in the money, but in them that use it. It may be used ill… But it may 
likewise be used well: It is full as applicable to the best, as to the worst uses……

[Money] is an excellent gift of God, answering the noblest ends. In the hands of his 
children, it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, raiment for the naked: It gives to 
the traveler and the stranger where to lay his head. By it we may supply the place of an 
husband to the widow, and of a father to the fatherless. We may be a defense for the 
oppressed, a means of health to the sick, of ease to them that are in pain; it may be as 
eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame; yea, a lifter up from the gates of death!”

The rest of Wesley’s sermon is devoted to explaining how we can be faithful stewards 
of “the mammon of unrighteousness.”
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The Parable of the Unjust 
(and Shrewd) Servant 

– Luke 16:1-15



Key Details of the Story

1. there is “a certain rich man” 

2. who had a steward 

3. steward accused of wasting his master’s goods

4. master hears about it and removes the steward 
from his position (and salary!)

5. steward realizes he is in significant trouble: 
can’t do manual labor and doesn’t want to beg

6. “I have resolved what to do, that when I am put 
out of the stewardship, they may receive me 
into their houses.”  
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Key Details of the Story

7. He goes to all who owe the master money, tells them each to 
write down their debt.   

8. He secures his future by taking advantage of his master’s 
riches.  (embezzlement/stealing)

9. The master’s response  (the surprise twist!)

10. “So, the master commended the unjust steward because he 
had dealt shrewdly.  For the sons of this world are more 
shrewd in their generation than the sons of light.”  

11. This appears to be a rebuke against “the sons of light” (who 
are not as wise as the sons of the world).
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Two Things We Learn form the Parable….

1.  The steward was wasting his master’s 
goods and was removed.  (This was bad.)

2.  The steward used his 
master’s wealth to secure his 
future.  (This was commended!)
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Does Jesus explain or give insight into the meaning 
of the parable?  
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What does Jesus say? 

“Make friends for yourselves by 
unrighteous mammon, that when you fail, 
they may receive you into an everlasting 
home.”

• Jesus’ main point 

• A command!

• Questions for us: 

• What does this mean?   

• How are we supposed to 
do this?  

• We’ll come back to these 
questions later
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“He who is faithful in what is least is 
faithful also in much; and he who is unjust 
in what is least is unjust also in much.  
Therefore, if you have not been faithful in 
the unrighteous mammon, who will commit 
to your trust the true riches?  And if you 
have not been faithful in what is another 
man’s, who will give you what is your own?”

1. The steward wasted his master’s 
goods, was not faithful.

2. How we handle the money God has 
entrusted to us has an impact on 
whether we receive “true riches”. 

3. To be faithful appears (to me) that 
we are to use our money “to make 
friends” and to secure an eternal 
home.  

What else does 
Jesus say? 
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“ ‘You wicked, and lazy servant….’ And cast 
the unprofitable servant into the outer 
darkness….”

compare with….

“Well done, good and faithful servant; you 
were faithful over a few things, I will make 
you ruler over many things.  Enter into the joy 
of your lord.”  

- from Matthew 25 – the Parable of the Talents

• God expects a return on 
what He has entrusted to 
us.

• God does not expect the 
same from everyone. 

• God does expect everyone 
to be faithful with what has 
been entrusted to them.   

What else does 
Jesus say? 
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So many Scriptures about our future reward!

“Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in 
uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for 
themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal live.”  

-1 Timothy 6:17-19

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven….”                              

- Matthew 6:19

“This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. If we 
endure, We shall also reign with Him.”        -2 Timothy 2:11-12

What are the faithful stewards ruling over in Matthew 25?  
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“No servant can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or else he will be loyal to one and 
despise the other.  You cannot serve God 
and mammon.” 

1. We have only one master: loyal to 
God or money. 

2. We love one, hate the other. 

3. The unjust steward was a terrible 
steward of his master’s goods/$.

What else does 
Jesus say? 
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Practical Application for us: insights from the early 
Christians and from John Wesley 
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1. We need money to 
provide for others

• Clement of Alexandria, Who is 
the Rich Man That Shall be 
Saved?  (ANF 2. p. 594)

• c. 150-215, teacher in 
Alexandria, Egypt

• Responding to those who say all 
Christians should sell their 
possessions, essentially 
impoverishing themselves.  

“And how much more beneficial the opposite case, 
for a man, through possessing a competency, both 
not himself to be in straits about money, and also to 
give assistance to those to whom it is requisite so to 
do!  For if no one had anything, what room 
would be left among men for giving? And how 
can this dogma fail to be found plainly opposed to 
and conflicting with many other excellent teachings 
of the Lord? “Make to yourselves friends of the 
mammon of unrighteousness, that when ye 
fail, they may receive you into the everlasting 
habitations.”  “Acquire treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroys, nor thieves break 
through.” How could one give food to the hungry, 
and drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, and 
shelter the houseless, for not doing which He 
threatens with fire and the outer darkness, if each 
man first divested himself of all these things?”    
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2. Work hard and do 
your work well

• John Wesley from The Use of 
Money, based on our parable in 
Luke 16.

• “Bondservants…. And whatever 
you do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord and not to men, know that 
from the Lord you will receive 
the reward of the inheritance, 
for you serve the Lord Christ.”         

- Colossians 3:22, 23

“Gain all you can, by common sense, by using in 
your business all the understanding which God has 
given you. It is amazing to observe, how few do this; 
how men run on in the same dull track with their 
forefathers. But whatever they do who know not 
God, this is no rule for you. It is a shame for a 
Christian not to improve upon them, in whatever he 
takes in hand. You should be continually learning, 
from the experience of others, or from your own 
experience, reading, and reflection, to do everything 
you have to do better to-day than you did yesterday. 
And see that you practice whatever you learn, that 
you may make the best of all that is in your hands.”
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3. Use as little of your 
money on yourself

• John Wesley from The Use of 
Money, based on our parable in 
Luke 16.

“Do not throw the precious talent into the sea: Leave 
that folly to heathen philosophers. Do not throw it 
away in idle expenses, which is just the same as 
throwing it into the sea. Expend no part of it merely 
to gratify the desire of the flesh, the desire of the eye, 
or the pride of life.”

“Waste no party of it in curiously adorning your 
houses; in superfluous or expense furniture; in 
costly pictures, painting… books; in elegant rather 
than useful gardens.  Let your neighbors, who know 
nothing better do this… ‘Let the dead bury their 
dead.’” 

“Lay out nothing to gratify the pride of life, to gain 
the admiration or praise of men.”   

“So long as thou art ‘clothed in purple and fine linen, 
and [eat] sumptuously’ every day,’ no doubt many 
will applaud thy elegance of taste, thy generosity and 
hospitality. But do not buy their applause so dear. 
Rather be content with the honour that cometh from 
God.” 27



3. Use as little of your 
money on yourself

• 4 questions to ask when in 
doubt as to whether you really 
need to buy something (a new 
car, a new pair of walking shoes, 
a new piece of equipment)

• John Wesley from The Use of 
Money, based on our parable in 
Luke 16.

1. In spending this money, am I acting as an owner 
or as a steward of the Lord’s goods?  

2. Am I spending this money in obedience to the 
Scriptures?

3. Can I offer up this action, this expense, as a 
sacrifice to God through Jesus Christ?  

4. Have I reason to believe that for this very work I 
shall have a reward at the resurrection of the 
dead?  (Matthew 16:27)  
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3. Use as little of your 
money on yourself

• And if you still are not sure, then 
examine yourself in prayer 
before the “Searcher of hearts” 
with a clear conscience!

• John Wesley from The Use of 
Money, based on our parable in 
Luke 16 (language edited for 
clarity)

"Lord, you see I am about to spend this amount of 
money on this [thing].  And You know, I am acting 
with a single eye as a steward of Your goods, 
expending this portion of Your goods in pursuit of 
the design You had in entrusting me with them. You 
know I do this in obedience to the Lord, as you 
commanded, and because You commanded it.  Let 
this, I beseech You, be a holy sacrifice, acceptable 
through Jesus Christ! And give me a witness in 
myself that for this labor of love I shall be 
compensated when You reward every man according 
to his works." 

“Now if your conscience bear you witness in the 
Holy Ghost that this prayer is well-pleasing to God, 
then have you no reason to doubt but that expense is 
right and good, and such as will never make you 
ashamed.”
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4. How to spend your 
money

• John Wesley from The Use of 
Money, based on our parable in 
Luke 16.

1. Whatever is needful to eat and wear, and 
whatever nature “moderately requires” to 
preserve our health and strength.  

2. Provide these things for your spouse, your 
children, your servants or any others in your 
household.  (1 Timothy 5:8)

3. If you have some left over, “do good to them that 
are of the household of faith.”  (Galatians 6:10)

4. If you still have some left, “as you have 
opportunity, do good unto all men.”  (Galatians 
6:10)

By these things, we “render unto God the things that 
are God’s.”  (Mark 12:17)
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5. Use our wealth for 
“the things of salvation”

• Cyprian, On the Dress of Virgins 
(ANF 5. p. 433)

• d. 258, Bishop in Carthage, 
North Africa during a period of 
fierce persecution, executed by 
the Romans

“You say that you are wealthy and rich, and you think 
that you should use those things which God has willed 
you to possess. Use them, certainly, but for the things 
of salvation; use them, but for good purposes; use 
them, but for those things which God has commanded, 
and which the Lord has set forth. Let the poor feel 
that you are wealthy; let the needy feel that you 
are rich. Lend your estate to God; give food to 
Christ. 

Move Him by the prayers of many to grant you to carry 
out the glory of virginity, and to succeed in coming to 
the Lord’s rewards. There entrust your treasures, where 
no thief digs through, where no insidious plunderer 
breaks in. Prepare for yourself possessions; but let 
them rather be heavenly ones, where neither rust wears 
out, nor hail bruises, nor sun burns, nor rain spoils 
your fruits constant and perennial, and free from all 
contact of worldly injury.”
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6. Learn the patience of 
loss

• Tertullian, On Patience (ANF 3. 
p. 712)

• c. 160-230, Carthage, North 
Africa

“Patience in losses is an exercise in bestowing and 
communicating. Who fears not to lose, finds it not 
irksome to give. Else how will one, when he has two 
coats, give the one of them to the naked, unless he 
be a man likewise to offer to one who takes away his 
coat his cloak as well? How shall we fashion to 
us friends from mammon, if we love it so 
much as not to put up with its loss? We shall 
perish together with the lost mammon. Why 
do we find here, where it is our business to lose? To 
exhibit impatience at all losses is the Gentiles’ 
business…. But us, according to the diversity by 
which we are distinguished from them, it becomes to 
lay down not our soul for money, but money for our 
soul, whether spontaneously in bestowing or 
patiently in losing.”
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7. Use our money to 
build an army of friends

• Clement of Alexandria, Who is 
the Rich Man that Shall be 
Saved?  (ANF 2. p. 601)

• c. 150-215

“But contrary to what is the case with the rest of men, 
collect for thyself an unarmed, an unwarlike, a 
bloodless, a passionless, a stainless host, pious old 
men, orphans dear to God, widows armed with 
meekness, men adorned with love. Obtain with thy 
money such guards, for body and for soul, for whose 
sake a sinking ship is made buoyant, when steered by 
the prayers of the saints alone; and disease at its height 
is subdued, put to flight by the laying on of hands; and 
the attack of robbers is disarmed, spoiled by pious 
prayers; and the might of demons is crushed, put to 
shame in its operations by strenuous commands.

All these warriors and guards are trusty. No one is idle, 
no one is useless. One can obtain your pardon from 
God, another comfort you when sick, another weep and 
groan in sympathy for you to the Lord of all, another 
teach some of the things useful for salvation….”
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How do we understand 
this parable?  

1. God is the Rich Master.  Everything we have is 
His.  We are just stewards.    

2. We are not to waste God’s goods, like the unjust 
steward. 

3. We ought to be shrewd like the unjust steward, 
who understood how to secure his future.     

4. We do this by using our wealth as the Master has 
directed us: to care for others, and thereby 
“making friends for ourselves by unrighteous 
mammon.”        

5. Our faithfulness will money leads to eternal 
reward.  If we are unfaithful, we can lose our 
eternal reward.    
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Making it real…. 

Cain

Job violates conscience
50 hrs/week

Income $50,000

Expenses           ($45,000)

What’s left $5,000

Savings $4,000

Those in need $1,000

Eternal reward           ?



Making it real…. 

Cain Abel

Job violates conscience honest, integrity
50 hrs/week 50 hrs/week 

Income $50,000 $45,000

Expenses           ($45,000) ($38,000)

What’s left $5,000 $7,000

Savings $4,000 $3,000

Those in need $1,000 $4,000

Eternal reward           ? ?



Making it real…. 

Cain Abel Seth

Job violates conscience honest, integrity honest, integrity
50 hrs/week 50 hrs/week 32 hrs/week

Income $50,000 $45,000 $50,000

Expenses           ($45,000) ($38,000) ($35,000)

What’s left $5,000 $7,000 $25,000

Savings $4,000 $3,000 $5,000

Those in need $1,000 $4,000 $20,000

Eternal reward ? ? ?



Conclusion

1. Parables bring to life Jesus’ teachings.

2. They contain the wisdom of God, mysteries 
hidden since the world began.

3. They are extremely practical and useful for 
our lives.

4. We need to work to mine their treasure! 

5. If we do, we can discover the way of our King 
and His Kingdom, and the path to eternal 
glory.  
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John Wesley’s conclusion…. 

“You see then what it is to "make yourselves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness," and by what means you may procure, "that when ye fail they 
may receive you into the everlasting habitations." You see the nature and extent 
of truly Christian prudence so far as it relates to the use of that great talent, money. 

Gain all you can, without hurting either yourself or your neighbour, in soul or body, by applying hereto with 
unintermitted diligence, and with all the understanding which God has given you; -- save all you can, by cutting 
off every expense which serves only to indulge foolish desire; to gratify either the desire of flesh, the desire of 
the eye, or the pride of life; waste nothing, living or dying, on sin or folly, whether for yourself or your children; -
- and then, give all you can, or, in other words, give all you have to God. 

Do not stint yourself, like a Jew rather than a Christian, to this or that proportion. "Render unto God," not a 
tenth, not a third, not half, but all that is God's, be it more or less; by employing all on yourself, your household, 
the household of faith, and all mankind, in such a manner, that you may give a good account of your stewardship 
when ye can be no longer stewards; in such a manner as the oracles of God direct, both by general and particular 
precepts; in such a manner, that whatever ye do may be "a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour to God," and that 
every act may be rewarded in that day when the Lord cometh with all his saints.”
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